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Your Project Title: Reducing Stress in those Touched by Cancer through Expressive Arts Programming 

Your Project Summary: In 2017, we plan to offer an array of expressive arts programs at The Gathering 

Place's two locations that are focused on reducing stress and enhancing coping skills.  Classes will be open 

to both individuals with  cancer and family members who are caregivers for those with cancer. Programs 

will include 4-week art therapy sessions, as well as one-time events such as drumming, scarf painting, 

horticultural therapy, and photography.  All programs will be offered by expressive arts professionals. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The free programming and population served demonstrates public benefit. Regarding the 

support materials, the video was good and the inclusion of testimonials would be a nice addition. The 

definition of community could be more specific, with more details of the demographics of the participants 

served (if possible), as well as information about any other organizations and institutions involved.  With 

the outreach as described & the high number of events, should the number being served be higher?  It's 

not clear how many have been served in the past through expressive arts; it doesn't seem that this is the 

first time the program has been held, though the application states that since 2000, TGP has served over 

21,000 individuals; how many of these participated in expressive arts? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets the criteria for CAC funding. This sounds like a great program that focuses 

on reducing stress and enhancing coping skills to people suffering from cancer and their families. It would 

have been helpful to hear even more about the process that is involved in this "expressive arts program", 

since we most of us are not familiar with it. Additionally, the budget narrative does not provide details on 

the individual costs associated with the arts program. Nonetheless, it is a very well thought out program 

with specific goals and a target population. These factors add to the public value of the program and its 

creative vibrancy.  Therefore, the proposal meets funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This programming meets the funding criteria. It does so by thoroughly highlighting public 

benefit, organizational capacity and artistic vibrancy, and supporting these categories with strong 

measurements of impact and success, through both hard and soft metrics. Filling a service gap to reach a 

community is a indication of intrinsic value, and the research around the programs provides powerful 

verification. Healing through the arts incarnate. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. By combining photography, horticulture, art, and 

music with supportive services for those both living with cancer, and those loved ones supporting 

someone living with cancer, this project will bring great public benefit to the identified community. This 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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proposal is clearly grounded in multiple forms of arts and cultural vibrancy, and the organization's history 

and expansion in the community shows that they have the organizational capacity to carry out the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. There is a clear public benefit in reducing stress and 

the effects of trauma. The applicant clearly and extensively addresses the "how" they will implement the 

project -- a multifaceted plan of marketing and programming. The applicant demonstrates an 

understanding of community, stating that, based on program evaluation, the expressive arts programs 

were the most effective for their community. This survey and their progress measurements reflect a 

process that ensures fresh programming continuous improvement. The project goal is mission-driven and 

clearly corresponds with the progress measurement. I am, however, curious about the logistics of that 

number of classes by what seems like a small number of instructors.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


